
 

 

 

 

 

From the Executive Secretary 
Jonathan Gurling, 36 St Stephen’s Road, Selly Park, Birmingham B29 7RP 

Tel: 0121 472 1593   Mobile: 07980 127628  Email: jonathangurling@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

13th May 2020 

Dear Councillor Zaffar, 

As Birmingham Faith Leaders, we greatly appreciated your thoughtful presentation at 

the online Earth Day event on 22nd April.  We are grateful that the Council remains 

committed to its ambitious target of becoming carbon neutral by 2030.  It is 

increasingly clear that urgent action is needed and 2050 is too late.  The present 

situation, terrible as it is, has highlighted different ways of working which we can take 

into the future beyond lockdown.  As our statement in response to the Covid-19 crisis 

said,  ‘Above all, we call on all people, during these difficult times, to live as people of 

hope; that the threat we all face can be overcome, and that we will emerge stronger, 

more resilient and wiser from the experience.’ 

The inspiring working in Geneva which was highlighted on Earth Day shows what 

can be done where there is a will.  The Council’s ambition to create a traffic free 

zone in the city centre is an imaginative approach towards this. We are also support 

the call of ‘Footsteps, faiths for a low carbon future’ for the transition to a carbon 

neutral economy be inclusive and just, ensuring  that the city will embed in its plans 

measures to reduce inequality. 

As faith leaders we are committed to working with the Council to address the urgent 

threat our planet faces and at the same time to create a more compassionate and 

just city. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Beard (Chair) 
Rabbi Margaret Jacobi (Representative to Footsteps) 
on behalf of Birmingham Faith Leaders’ Group 



 

 

 
FROM COUNCILLOR WASEEM ZAFFAR  

CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT 

Fri, 15 May 2020 

 

Dear Mr Beard, 

Many thanks for your letter and your positive feedback on the Earth day online presentation, 

I am pleased that you found it helpful.  Despite the difficulties presented by Covid-19, work is 

on-going on the Route to Zero Action Plan and work is also on-going to look at how the post 

Civid-19 Economic Recovery can shape a greener and more inclusive economy.  Finally, 

with regard to your points on transport you might be interested in the Birmingham 

Emergency Transport Plan which has been published this week and is accessible here: 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20013/roads_travel_and_parking/2189/emergency_birm

ingham_transport_plan  .   

I look forward to Footsteps continued engagement in the Route to Zero task Force.   

  

Yours sincerely 

Cllr. Waseem Zaffar MBE - Labour, Lozells 

Cabinet Member - Transport & Environment 
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