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Ginnie: Good afternoon Remy, I’m Ginnie Wollaston from Birmingham, I am delighted to 

meet you. Could you tell us a little bit about your title and role in the city of Geneva? 

 

Remy: Thank you for coming and welcome to Geneva. We have a number of measures in 

place to deal with climate change, for example, in relation to cars. We have designed small 

stickers which can be displayed on your windscreen. There are five such stickers, each 

numbered 1-5. Cars from the early 2000’s are numbered 3, 4 and 5, due to their fuel and 

diesel emissions. Electric and hybrid vehicles are also taken into account. Where there is 

evidence of excessive pollution, these latter two types of vehicle can come into the city, 

other types of vehicle cannot.  

There is also the issue of buildings. There are 800 buildings in the town of Geneva that I 

manage. In these 800 buildings, we are trying, including in older buildings such as schools, 

we are trying to make them energy neutral buildings, so they don’t emit any Co2 and are self 

sufficient. This means they need to be insulated with 30cm of insulation, using wood wool. 

This means that buildings will be highly energy performant. We then have the issue of 

planes, which is a lot harder to deal with as these are national and international legislations, 

but we are trying to tax them. Currently plane kerosene is not taxed, and this absolutely 

needs to be taxed to increase this notion of “polluter pays” so it becomes the exact cost that 

passengers pay and airline companies also pay, this will reduce air travel.  

The third category is industry. This is quite complicated, we have clockmaking and 

pharmaceutical industries, and we are managing to get companies to become more ethical. 

But, however there will come a time where we need to take coercive measures and impose 

more strict measures, stopping Co2 emissions. Currently we are only incentivising people.  

 

Ginnie: How many years have you been working on improving the environment? 

 

Remy: We made these decisions 10 years ago, but these were relatively informal and mere 

polite requests. Effectively, we wasted 10 years. We need money to help encourage a 

reconversion, we need to stop producing electricity with coal. Here, we forbid the use of 

non-renewable energy, energy which doesn’t originate from a renewable source. We don’t 

use or generate any energy from fossil fuels, coal, fuel oil; we don’t produce energy with 

these sources anymore. We only produce energy with photo-voltaic cells or hydraulic 

sources, wind farms or ground-coupled heat exchangers. So we are no longer dealing with 

fossil fuels, and this expansion to new energy sources is allowing us to develop new 



industries. There are more polluting industries which won’t thrive, whilst others, from more 

renewable sources will grow.  

 

Ginnie: And if we are thinking of working together as cities, do you have any examples of 

places we could look to for a model to learn how to do things? 

 

Remy: Yes. Vorarlberg in Austria, has been working towards a more renewable energy 

source over the past 20 years, in an attempt to not produce anymore Co2. This is a town that 

we would take as an example. There are other towns in Germany also, whose examples we 

are bringing over here too, but we need to find the right people, the right Mayors who not 

only able to share our vision to fight climate change but also Mayors who can implement 

these measures. This means insulating buildings, cutting down on the amount of vehicles at 

times of high pollution, not building motorways, no longer building coal-powered power 

stations, we need people who are determined, and unfortunately there aren’t many in 

Europe!  

 

Ginnie: We want to invite you, as Geneva, as part of the Jai Jagat project, to see if we could 

work with Geneva to see if we could learn from you. I would be interested to know which 

levels of people we should involve. 

 

Remy: We are going to welcome people here in Geneva, everyone will be welcome. We 

would like to exchange ideas, both when the Jai Jagat marchers arrive here, but also be able 

to exchange and discuss with individuals during the week-long forum so we can share 

experiences with one another. This will allow us to leave with new ideas and initiatives that 

we can then put in place. 

 

Ginnie: And who would these experts include? Engineers, policy makers? 

 

Remy: It would be scientists, with experience. Scientists who have made mistakes 

themselves and can tell us we can’t do that, we need to do things differently. For example, 

we shouldn’t use heat pumps, install heat pumps because although they only require 60% 

fuel, the remaining 40% is made up of nuclear energy, we need to build nuclear plants, 

which is not ok. If we use heat pumps, we need to then find renewable energy resources, 

photo-voltaic energy to power these heat pumps, that would be acceptable for example.  

 

Ginnie: And finally; Birmingham has over one million residents. How have you in the last 10 

years worked with the citizens of Geneva to make the change? 



 

Remy: We are available for future discussions and to go and see what the situation is in 

Birmingham, to see what the problems are. We all have different problems, it depends on 

whether cities are isolated in mountainous regions like here, if cities are windy, these all 

need to be taken into consideration. We are available to provide solutions and share our 

technology. Reducing energy usage is the main theme here. We are not trying to encourage 

the use of new technologies, as there are some which are dangerous. We are also trying to 

reduce consumption, change fridges and cars for more efficient models for example, use 

public transport, facilitate public transport, this all falls under our attempts of reducing our 

energy use. 

 

Ginnie: Do you have a target for Geneva to become net zero carbon by a particular year? 

 

Remy: Ten years ago, we stated that we aimed to achieve this by 2050. Now, we are aiming 

for 2040. This is because temperatures are increasing faster than expected, so we need to 

review our hypotheses and requirements, and that is why we are focussing on 2040 now. 

That isn’t far off though, only 20 years away, so we need to get to work!  

 

Ginnie: And that is why we wanted to have Remy with us, because Birmingham said 2035, 

and I think that we are very far behind, so we need your help! Thank you. 

 

Remy: Thank you very much. 


